THE   SWEDISH   GENDARMERIE
necessary. I asked him what taxes his firm paid to the
British Treasury: and why a firm employing no English-
men and selling in America goods made in Persia should
fly a Union Jack, He said that it was the best flag to fly,
I reported the case to the Legation.
Thence to Burujird, where I was a very paying guest
in the house of our agent Mirza Ali Akbar. A few days
later we reached Nihawand, stopping one night on the
way at Wannai. Here I received a succession of notables
and merchants who began by expressing their gratitude
at the financial support given by H.M. Government to
the Swedish gendarmerie, and ended by complaining that
their sudden withdrawal had left the country-side worse
off than before. Next day a gendarme who had been left
behind by the Swedes sought refuge with me in fear of his
life, the townspeople threatening to kill him in revenge
for the folly of his Swedish captain who, having chastised
the local tribes and thus incurred their resentment, left
the place a few days later at their mercy. The incident
upset my own plans, for the tribes attacked by the
gendarmes included one section of the Bairanwand on
whom I had relied for safe conduct to Burujird: the
retreat of the gendarmes left me with the worst of both
worlds.
My visits to the houses of notables were more like
mourning ceremonies (fatcha khaneh) than social calls.
Several men were murdered on the outskirts of the town
by Lurs. Corpses could not be taken to the burial ground :
one burial party was attacked and fled, leaving the body
which was found a few days later with the skull smashed.
It had been thrown to the dogs. This incident, which had
no precedent in my own recollection, showed how bitter
were the feelings aroused by the Swedish gendarmerie,
and augured ill for the future.
Two villages were sacked whilst I was in Nihawand,
even the beams of the houses being carried off and sold.
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